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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGIONS 

231 S01JTH DEARBORN ST. 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS A6N 

... - .. -. ~s 't< . . .' 

lti!PI.Y 101118 AT11!NTIION Of: 

~4, 1989 

Merle COlby, PJ:esident 
Town Board 
Town of Griffith 
111 North Broad Sb:eet 
Griffith, lD:liana 46319-2294 

SHS-11 

RE: Saapl in) Beail.ts - Griffith sanitEy Iandfill Hal Oell a::astzucticn 

Dear Mr. Cblby: 

Q1 JUne 2, 1989, 'Dif'!'bers of u.s. EPA and the westal-SPER Tedmica1 Assistance 'niBm 
(TAT) c:a1duct:ed emeJ:ge~"cy scmplirq at the Town of Griffith sanital:y I.ardfill. '!be 
sanplitq was perfl:aued in respalS8 to citizen ocmplaints that OCiltaminated 
grc:urdwater fran the American Qlemical Services (ACS) Facility and leadlates fran 
the Griffith lardfill were beirg di.sc:barged to the local surface water. Citizen 
ocmplaints also raised CXI'lCel:1l that sand, Wi.c:h was bein:J excavated far the 
CX1'lSb:uctial of a new sanitaey lardfill cell and which was possibly ocntaminated 
with N:s OCiltaminated gl'ClUBiwater, was beirg ;old !or off-site use. 

Dlrin;J the duraticn of au:- .investigat.ia'l into the c:x:niiticns at the l.ardfill ® facility, the TAT lllf'li ers obtained saapl.es of the l.ardfill leachate, a saupl.e of 
grc:urdwater fran the excavatia'l cell wall, and a sanple of the sand excavated fran 
the J'lSrl l.a!xifill cell. Alt:hcu]h significant rainfall had occurred prior to au:-

'--- sanplin;J investigaticn (~. 6 :l.n:hes)·, w believe that the sanples were 
rep: eseutative of the site cxniiticns. 'lbe analysis of the sanples generally 
revealed ~le quantities for DBnY of the OCIIpC:Uds suspected to have 
emanated fran the ACS site, or fraD the sanitary landfill. 'lbe ocmpam:Js llobich 
were detected, were all w1l below levels de wed safe by the 1qency. 'lhis 
cxn:::lusicn does mt, however, precl.me art:/ futme cxn::J.usials 1lhich my result fran 
data ool.lected durin:j the again) Renedial InvestiqatiayFeasibility stuiy at the 
ACS site, of which the Town of Griffith Sanitary Ianifill is part. 

As a result of this sanplin;J, ani the subsequent intel:pretaticn of the analytical 
results, it BfPE'Cir& at this time that the CDlStructian activities which were ceased 
per "'I¥ request may rx:JW resume withaJt further delay. 
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'lhe final TAT upnt with the attad1ed analytical data, is still not availabl.e to 
me at this time, when it is made available, I will qladly provide cxpies of the 
xeport to the Town of Griffith. If yru have arrt questials please ocntact me at 
(312) 886-5116. 

Sincerely, 

a:ilert E. swale 
Remedial PJ:oject Manager· 


